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This pdf file has been created from the original 
presentation made to the society at the monthly 
meeting held on 2 February 2009 in Montreal
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information available on the BPQ website – any 

questions should be directed to the 
Sanctuaries Committee
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Photographs
I had better make this declaration first:

Some of the photographs are my own, some have 
been donated ... but others have been `borrowed` 
- all are in the public domain and originated from 

either the excellent Cornell “All About Birds” 
website or else from various Canadian Wildlife 

Service sources

I thank them for their unconscious assistance to 
this valuable educational presentation and assure 

them that they will not be used elsewhere.



  

Unlike the other birders clubs and associations in 
Quebec, BPQ has taken an active interest in 
something other than simply “watching birds”.

We have a long history and have been fortunate in 
the resources we have built up – allowing us to 
take a small, but important, role in preserving key 
areas of land for the benefit of birds.

BPQ works independently, but also together with 
larger conservation bodies such as the Nature 
Conservancy Quebec, the Quebec government, 
Ducks Unlimited Canada and others.



  

Oversight
The BPQ properties

are looked after by two committees:

The Philipsburg Ctte (Philipsburg)

The Sanctuaries Ctte (all the others)

As I am co-chair of the sanctuaries committee this 
presentation will concern itself mostly with all the 

reserves other than Philipsburg – but I would be remiss 
not to mention it at all ... hopefully what I am going to tell 

you about it is correct!



  

What is a bird sanctuary?
✗ It is not a magic 
solution to anything
✗ It is only as safe as 
people allow it to be
✗ It needs care and 
attention to succeed 
against many outside 
pressures
✗ ... but the BPQ 
sanctuaries, in their 
small way, are a 
success.



  

So first of all ....

Where are they?



  
Location of sanctuaries other than Ile-aux-Perroquets & Ghost-Hill Farm



  

Our first Sanctuary

Before we look at a list of all the lands which BPQ 
either owns (and pays taxes on – a sore point) or  
has contributed to the saving of by other bodies 
such as the Nature Conservancy, let us look at 
where it all started, back in ...

19341934
Ile-aux-PerroquetsIle-aux-Perroquets

The largest Puffin colony on the eastern seaboard



  

Ile-aux-Perroquets

Is far, far away



  

Ile-aux-Perroquets



  

Ile-aux-Perroquets
 
More than half of the Sanctuary's surface area is covered 
by sand banks, rocky outcrops and water. Shrubs and 
herbaceous vegetation occupy the remainder. 

The island gets 
its name from 
the thriving 
population of 
Atlantic Puffins 
that live and 
breed there



  

Birds on Perroquets

It is believed that our Ile-aux-Perroquets
is the ONLY breeding site in North America

where numbers of this species are increasingincreasing



  

Other species ...

In addition to the Puffin, there are  ...

Razorbills
Common Murres
Great Black-backed Gulls
Black Guillemot
Herring Gull
Black-legged Kittiwake
Common Tern
Arctic Tern



  

... and in the waters around:

Blue Whale
Fin Whale
Humpback Whale
Harbour Porpoise

Orca (occasionally seen)



  

Because of the nature of the local population, the 
birds on the island have been subject to unusual 

pressures such as the stealing of eggs for 
“traditional” reasons.  Our friends in the Quebec-

Labrador Foundation have worked with the people 
who live there over the years, trying to educate 

them about this unfortunate practice.

It is a shame that the island is so far away

So now we will move on and visit more recently 
acquired properties, closer to home



  

Sites owned by BPQSites owned by BPQ
Our main reserve is 

The Philipsburg Bird Sanctuary The Philipsburg Bird Sanctuary 

in addition, we own and look after:

Alderbrooke Marsh (near Sutton)
Piedmont Sanctuary 
Île aux Perroquets 

Mont St-Grégoire property 
Driscoll-Naylor Bird Sanctuary (Hudson)

Île aux Canards 
Îlet Vert 

Ghost-Hill Farm, Breckenridge



  

Sites preserved because of BPQ
Covey Hill (straddles US border S. of Montreal)
Marlington Bog (l'Estrie)
Île Beauregard (Temiscamingue )
Île aux Lièvres (Riviere-du-Loup)
Clarke Sydenham Nature Reserve (Hudson)
Île aux Moutons and Île aux Asperges (Varennes)
Île du Moine (Lac St-Pierre)
Properties on (NCC) islands at the mouth of Lac St-Pierre :
   * Île de la Traverse
    * Grande Île
    * Île à la Perche
    * Île au Citron
    * Île Lapierre
    * Île Cavale
    * Île de Grace
    * Île aux Cochons
    * Baie de la Vallière
    * Île St-Jean
    * Île à la Pierre

There are too many of these sites to cover in 
the time available for this presentation ... but 
if anyone would like more information just get 
in touch afterwards.

These are protected places, owned by other 
conservation organisations, the purchase of 
which we contributed to quite significantly.



  

But also ...

Over the years, we have been active in such acts 
as petitioning the government to establish 

Migratory Bird Sanctuaries ... for example, the 
MBS lands at Knowlton, Senneville, Ile-aux-

Hérons etc were all designated with the specific 
support of this society .



  

Now, to look at our sanctuaries,
one by one ...



  

PhilipsburgPhilipsburg
● Our most important bird sanctuary is at Philipsburg, 

just to the east of Lake Champlain and adjacent to 
the US border.  We acquired it in 1955 - it is named 
after George Montgomery, a prominent local 
landowner and former member of BPQ.

● In 2007, with the aid of a Quebec government grant, 
we purchased additional land to increase the area 
we protect.  In future years we may acquire yet 
more properties in the area to enlarge our holding.

● Altogether, the BPQ sanctuary occupies about 30% of 
the larger, federally mandated, Philipsburg 
Migratory Bird Reserve, as the following two maps 
indicate.



  



  

PhilipsburgPhilipsburg

The federal 
migratory bird 
sanctuary at 

Philipsburg (pink) 
is rather more 
extensive than 
the land owned 
by BPQ (yellow)



  

Philipsburg
● The sanctuary hosts most of the species of birds 

commonly occurring in southern Quebec and 
northern New England. 

● Northern Rough-winged Swallow, 
Yellow-throated Vireo, Eastern Towhee, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Carolina 
Wren and Tufted Titmouse have been regularly 
reported from the sanctuary – details of recent bird 
census we have performed follow shortly.

● Beavers are responsible for an extensive marsh and 
pond system which supports a number of marsh and 
water bird species. 



  

PhilipsburgPhilipsburg
Philipsburg holds a  
complex mixture of 
deciduous and 
coniferous forest ...

... with extensive lake 
and marsh habitats  
making this a rich and 
diverse site for breeding 
birds – including some 
real rarities.



  

Bird Census Results at 
Philipsburg 2006-2007

● During the spring and summer seasons of the 
years 2006 and 2007 detailed assessments 
were made of the bird population in the BPQ 
sanctuary at Philipsburg, Quebec.  

● During 2006 this comprised simple species 
censusing and surveying of breeding status 

● During 2007 point counts were also made in an 
attempt to determine the relative abundance 
of as many species as possible.

● A full report of this study is still in preparation, 
but briefly ... 



  

A total of 104 species of bird were recorded  
during the two seasons – the ten commonest 
species being, well, pretty common birds:
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Some “good” species we host:

Ruffed Grouse, Pied-billed Grebe, Northern Harrier, 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Wilson's Snipe, 

Black-billed Cuckoo, Alder Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, 
Ovenbird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, 

Barred Owl, Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren,
Savannah Sparrow and Bobolink.



  

Philipsburg is only 90 minutes from Montreal
Worth a visit – careful birders are welcome.

...now, moving on to:



  

PiedmontPiedmont
Bequeathed to Bird Protection Quebec by the estate of 
Alfred W. B. Kelly in 1981, the sanctuary is composed of 
two, close but non-contiguous, areas of land totalling 
about 112 acres. 
This sanctuary contains several different habitats, 
including typical Laurentian forest. The cliff habitat has 
supported nesting Common Ravens and there has 
historically been a large Eastern Bluebird population in 
the area.
Site A is the former house site – the house is long 
demolished
Site B is composed of several smaller plots that AK 
purchased and assembled



  



  



  

Steepsided, heavily wooded site 
with large rocks near the top

We have some nice flowers too – 
plenty of Red Trilliums



  



  

Wonderful for spring woodland flowers – 
vast carperts of Sanguinaria

Important shetering area at the 
foot of the cliffs in winter for 
groups of deer who come down  
onto our land when conditions 
get hard



  

The main, and most 
important, feature of 
the site apart from 
the mixed woodland 
is the high cliff to the 
northwestern side 
on which there have 
been reported 
nesting Ravens



  

Piedmont – where are we going?
The Sanctuaries Committee have had several discussions 
about what to do with this site and how best to manage it.  
Some years ago discussions were held with Piedmont council 
but they came to nothing.

It is a very nice example of the typical lower Laurentian forest 
with a good mix of trees  and a fine population of bird species 
in season but we are not aware of any especial rarities that 
favour it.  

Perhaps it would be a good site for educational pursuits?  It 
would be a good thing to make some practical use of the 
place as it has the association with our great benefactor AK ... 
and it also costs us quite a lot of money each year in local 
taxes !



  

Mont-St-Grégoire

Located near Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, this small 
property on the southwest side of Mont Saint-
Grégoire, is jointly owned by Bird Protection 
Quebec and the Centre d'interprétation du Milieu 
Écologique, which manages it.

This site was acquired as part of a joint effort to 
preserve the area from development and is 
actually quite small ... it has strategic value rather 
than ornithological.



  

Driscoll-Naylor (Hudson)

This is a small, three-acre property, forming a 
sanctuary of marsh and woodland nestled in a 
residential part of Hudson to the west of Montreal. 

Bird Protection Quebec maintains Wood Duck 
boxes and bird feeders there.



  



  



  

Île-aux-Canards

This island of 33.9 acres off the downstream end of Montreal 
island, was acquired by Bird Protection Quebec in 1984. It is a part 
of a series of islands in the St. Lawrence River off Varennes 
forming “Un Fleuve, Un Parc”, it contains a mixture of marshland, 
meadows and woodland. 

The island provides crucial staging and feeding habitat for 
migrating waterfowl. Stretches of wet meadows are found on Île 
aux Canards. Beds of Northern water milfoil, Water plantain and 
Canada waterweed flourish along the eastern shores of the 
islands, sheltered from wave action. There is evidence that 
dredged material has been dumped on the island periodically, 
resulting in an impact to its height, topography, drainage patterns, 
and flora and fauna. 



  



  



  



  



  

Îlet-Vert

Acquired by Bird Protection Quebec in 1984 and part of “Un Fleuve, Un 
Parc”, this 28-acre island near Île aux Canards is also a waterfowl 
staging and feeding area. 

Stretches of wet meadows are found on Îlet Vert. Beds of Northern water 
milfoil, Water plantain and Canada waterweed flourish along the eastern 
shores of the islands, sheltered from wave action. There is evidence that 
dredged material has been dumped on the island periodically, resulting in 
an impact to its height, topography, drainage patterns, and flora and 
fauna.  

The shoreline has been subjected to moderate to heavy erosion from the 
wake of ships using the river. The island is inundated in the spring. “One 
of the most important islands in the archipelago for shorebirds.” 



  



  



  



  Canada Goose eggs



  
Parts of the island are particularly attractive to wading and shore-birds ...



  Short-billed Dowitcher



  

Dunlin         (sorry about the lack of focus)



  

Breckenridge – Ghost Hill Farm

I have come to this almost last, because in many 
ways it is the most unusual – unlike most of our 
other sites which we ensure are not damaged but 
otherwise tend to leave alone and let the birds 
thrive as they will, the land at Breckenridge is the 
site of a fascinating and valuable piece of 
research and the base for a a long-term 
programme to restore the Loggerhead Shrike  to 
its former status in Quebec.



  

Ghost Hill Farm is on the Quebec shore of the 
Ouatouais River to the west of Ottawa.

BPQ jointly owns this site with the NCC – we 
received it as a gift from the former landowner

The Loggerhead Shrike reintroduction programme 
has been running for some years and hopefully 

will run for many more.  As well as BPQ, the 
project involves COO (the major active partner), 
McGill University, Wildlife Canada and others.



  

Loggerhead Shrike – this is the bird we are working to re-establish



  



  



  



  



  

Alderbrooke Marsh
Alderbrooke Marsh lies along the valley of the 
Alderbrooke River to the south-west of Sutton in 
l'Estrie

The first part of this delightful 142-acre sanctuary 
was acquired in 1995 and subsequently leased at 
a nominal fee to the Alderbrooke Marsh Land 
Trust, which manages the property. 

The second part was acquired jointly with the Land 
Trust in 1996. The sanctuary consists of marshland 
created by beavers along a brook at the bottom of 
a valley.



  



  



  



  



  
“Your property is 500 metres in there – you did bring a machete with you?”



  

What of the future?What of the future?

Sanctuaries – some questions to take away.

There are many opinions on what should be 
the function of a bird sanctuary – where do 

your thoughts lie?



  

Option 1

Pull up the drawbridge and let nature and the 
birds take their course in undisturbed isolation?

Problem - unless the area is really huge, the 
likelihood of changes in vegetation pattern, 
outside environmental influences (drainage for 
example) and invasion by harmful plant or animal 
species can cause harm



  

Option 2

Keep the public out but do minimal essential 
maintenance such as cutting back invasive plants, 
managing drainage, planting shelter or food plants 
for specific species  … and then let nature and the 
birds take their course.

Problem – knowing what is best for the site and 
the birds – plus this is a lot of work for volunteers 
to handle.  Have we the resources?



  

Option 3
 If a site is accessible, allow controlled public 
access and set up an educational programme.  

Advantages – you get the message about 
conservation to the public, you enable people to 
see wildlife close up, you hope that the public will 
be more likely to support conservation measures 
elsewhere than they otherwise would.

Problem – unless very carefully managed there is 
a risk of damaging the thing we seek to protect.  
Has been done very successfully elsewhere but 
requires a big investment in time and probably 
resources.



  

Option 4

Sell or donate our sanctuaries to larger 
organisations such as NCC/CNQ, DUC etc.

Advantage – we pass the responsibility to an 
organisation with paid, professional staff

Problem – we lose control of the sites and our 
“special” status in bird protection in Quebec.



  

So the really important question is …

Which of our sites would you 
apply options 1 – 2 – 3 or 4 to,  

... and why? 

Some day we shall have to decide



  

Final word ...Final word ...
● Thank you all for your 

attention and interest.  
● We hope everyone now has 

a better idea of the 
important role that BPQ is 
playing – and will continue 
to play - in the future care 
of our birdlife.
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