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As is the tradition from Presidents past, I will highlight activities and accomplishments of the 
Society over the last year based principally on committee reports, laced occasionally with my 
personal commentary. 
 
At the end of February, there were 457 members of our Society, down 26 from the previous 
year. Numbers do fluctuate from year to year but there appears to be a trend of reduced interest 
in birding in North America after an apparent peak a few years ago. Membership in the ABA is 
down significantly. Circulation in several birding magazines is down. Visitors to our Bird Fair 
were down and two local bird courses lacked sufficient subscription to run this year. There is 
paranoia over West Nile disease and Avian Flu carried by birds. Communities such as Kirkland, 
Pierrefonds and Côte St. Luc have passed by-laws restricting bird feeding. To my mind this may 
also mean that there is less concern about environmental issues. We must not let this happen if 
we want this planet to sustain life as we know it for our children and grandchildren. Take a 
couple of friends birding – it is relatively easy to inspire them about the beauty of nature and the 
fascinating lives of birds. 
 
Our Membership Services Committee under Eve Marshall’s leadership tries valiantly to keep us 
happy, informed and entertained at meetings such as this one and the monthly lectures, as well 
as coordinating events such as last fall’s field trip to Presqu’ile Provincial Park in Ontario. This 
winter they organized a winter birding course on the theme of bird behaviour which was well 
received. The Communications Committee oversees the Song Sparrow newsletter edited by 
Gay McDougall-Gruner which is published six times a year, the website managed by Richard 
Gregson and the Songsparrow e-mail group moderated by Averill Craig. These outlets give a 
great face to our members and the outside world and I would like to congratulate the dedicated 
volunteers who put all this together. The quality of the newsletter is outstanding and there is 
increasing use of the website and interaction in the e-mail group. Attendance at our monthly 
lectures ranged between 40 and 60 down from previous years. Good use was made of our new 
audio system and the digital projector. Forty-two field trips visited 29 different areas and used 16 
volunteer leaders, organized by Wayne Grubert and Martin Bowman. Kyra Emo and Christine 
Murphy led morning warbler walks on Westmount Summit in spring and Sheldon Harvey 
arranged a series of impromptu summer outings. Christmas Bird Counts for Montreal and 
Hudson were coordinated by Felix Hilton, Alison Bentley and Barbara MacDuff. 
 
In November, our annual Great Bird and Nature Fair was held in Westmount High School, under 
the coordination of Pat Steele and Ethel Fogarty. After 20 years and with declining visitation the 
committee and the Board decided not to have a fair in the same format in 2006 and to consider 
other options for the future. 
 
Last year, the Marketing Committee, co-chaired by Martin Bowman and Sheldon Harvey, found 
us a new operational name and this year we were excited to embrace the new logo with the 
stylized Song Sparrow that graces our communications. The committee is examining further 
ways to use the logo. They are also hard at work putting together a virtual press kit and seeking 
other means to promote our group and the activities we perform. An important agreement was 
made with J.E. Mondou stores to set up information kiosks, likely beginning this fall. 
 



The Nature Adventure Centre (NAC), newly based at Bishop Whalen Elementary School in 
Lachine, just started to enjoy its new surroundings when we were informed in December that 
the space would no longer be available to us. At this point we are not sure of its future, but a 
minor relocation may be forced on us if we are lucky. Meanwhile, during the last year the NAC 
was impressively involved in over 50 events of educational outreach, most involving school 
children but there was one visit by 15 veterans from the Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue Veterans’ 
Hospital. Many thanks to David Mulholland, Albert McArdle and their committee. 
 
The Education Committee, chaired by Barbara MacDuff, has sponsored educational activity or 
children’s camps in association with Scouts Canada, Girl Guides, the Ecomuseum and the 
Quebec-Labrador Foundation. As usual the committee organized and ran a series of activities to 
entertain children at the Bird Fair. They oversaw a couple of children’s contests and they 
provided a donation to enable Le Nichoir volunteers to attend a Wildlife Rehabilitation clinic. 
They are also in the process of investigating the establishment of a “youth wing” for the Society. 
 
Our Conservation Committee was revived beginning last summer under the enthusiastic 
leadership of Betsy McFarlane and Gay McDougall-Gruner. They have monitored a series of 
issues affecting the lives of birds and have contacted government officials and informed the 
public about conservation issues. Topics of concern have included Important Bird Areas, 
development of the port of Montreal, bird strikes against lighted office towers, conservation of 
grassland birds such as Bobolinks, a crow hunt in St. Lazare, logging and wind turbines. The 
committee is organizing bird surveys, including one at our sanctuary in Philipsburg and has a 
contest to celebrate International Migratory Bird Day on May 13th 
 
The Library Committee, chaired by Averill Craig, is investigating housing our books in the 
Fraser-Hickson Library. Meanwhile it continues its effort to examine, sort and catalogue what we 
have and what has recently been donated to us. In a similar vein, the Archives Committee, led 
by Helen Meredith, is formulating a strategy to classify, catalogue and store documents such as 
minutes, financial statements, photographs and the like which officially witness the existence of 
our Society over the last 89 years. 
 
Mabel McIntosh and Bob Barnhurst and helpers logged 430 hours in 76 days observing hawk 
migration and contributed valuable data to the continent-wide monitoring scheme. The Bluebird 
Trails Committee, chaired by Barbara MacDuff, monitored nest boxes at the Morgan Arboretum 
and in the Hudson-St.Lazare area. Bird feeders in the Driscoll-Naylor Sanctuary in Hudson were 
also filled during the winter months. 
 
The Kelly Memorial Fund supported three research projects in 2005 examining Loggerhead 
Shrikes, birds using local golf courses and the importance of parks to Screech Owls. A 
committee deciding on these grants is chaired by Lance Laviolette. 
 
Our Property Acquisition Committee, also chaired by Lance, did not acquire any new land this 
year but it was not idle. Its efforts will be enhanced in the future by the new budget put forth by 
the Conservative government last week exempting ecologically sensitive land and ecogifts from 
capital gains taxes. 
 
Board membership rules that came into effect in 2005 stipulate that a Board member may serve 
a maximum of three three-year terms following which they are required to relinquish their 
position for at least a year (with the exception of members of the executive). As a consequence 
of this, several long-serving and productive members of the board are being forced to take a 
rest. This year three individuals in this category leave the board: Ethel Fogarty, Felix Hilton and 



Bess Muhlstock. More will be said about them later but I would like to thank each of them 
personally for the tremendous contributions they have brought to the Society and to the Board.  
 
This winter Christine Murphy relinquished her role as Associate Treasurer of our Society. I 
would like to thank her for the incredible time investment and the diligent effort she has made on 
our behalf over many years dating back to when Jim Coristine was our Treasurer. Chris is one 
of several important individuals who make the Society run. She is keenly and actively involved 
in so many activities.  
 
We rely on you, our members, to function. Many individuals volunteer their time to bring our 
activities to fruition – I have identified many of those coordinating these activities but not the 
foot-soldiers, as Betsy McFarlane did last year in her President’s report. You will be 
acknowledged in the committee reports published in “Tchébec”; however, without naming 
everyone involved, let me express my gratitude to you for making the organization work. This 
effort gives a lot of pleasure to our members and very importantly preserves some birds and 
wildlife habitat in the process. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Rodger Titman 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
Members: Sheila Arthur, Chris Murphy, Kyra Emo, Sarah-Jane Hills and Helen Meredith (Chair) 
 
After a hiatus of a couple of years, the Archives Committee is back at work this year. The 
committee was created by Board resolution in 1996. It was motivated by a concern that there 
was no central repository for material and documents pertaining to the history of what is 
probably the Province’s oldest nature conservation organization (or one of the oldest). It 
recognized that as a volunteer-driven organization with no permanent office space (at the time) 
we ran the risk of misplacing valuable documents that had to do with the organization’s 
corporate history. It also recognized that as current and former members and directors 
downsize, and others leave the city, there were opportunities to acquire material pertinent to 
BPQ history. 
 
Some of the Committee’s most recent work has overlapped into this new year, but it will be 
reported on here. BPQ took possession of roughly 23 boxes of records that had been stored in 
the home of a former director and president. The Archives Committee helped two directors go 
through this material to determine what was BPQ-specific and what could be discarded. It also 
recruited the help of an archivist from McGill University who has assessed this material and 
made suggestions about how they can be formally developed in to the core of an archive for 
BPQ. 
 
The Board has recently approved a budget that will pay for an archivist to be hired to set up the 
archival filing system for BPQ. This work should get done during the spring and summer of 
2006. The Archives Committee is meeting again and has been reviewing its strategy for (and 
success at) soliciting BPQ-specific material from former directors and members, its archives 
policy and its next steps. 



 
The Archives Committee would like to hear from anyone who has (or knows of people who 
have) material that documents the history of Bird Protection Quebec / The Province of Quebec 
Society for the Protection of Birds that they can donate to us. This material may be of interest 
for the Archives and a formal “Deed of Gift” can be prepared if it acquires the material. This is 
not a formal tax receipt, but it is a record of what material has been transferred by whom to 
BPQ. 
 
Helen Meredith, Chair 
 
 
BLUEBIRD TRAILS COMMITTEE 
Members: Ethel Fogarty, Wayne Grubert, Barbara MacDuff (Chair ), Ray Ouimet 
 
Four Eastern Bluebirds were fledged from the Hudson area but none used the nest boxes at Le 
Nichoir this year. A total of twenty Tree swallows, four Black-capped chickadees and eight 
House wrens were also fledged. 
 
The bluebird nest boxes at the Morgan Arboretum were used by House sparrows. 
 
Barbara MacDuff, Chair 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Members: Sheila Arthur, Jean Bacon, Averill Craig, Richard Gregson, Jean Harwood Gregson, 
Eve Marshall (Chair), Gay McDougall-Gruner 
 
The Communications Committee is comprised of the Newsletter, the website and the group 
email. The members of the overall committee meet only twice a year to exchange ideas and to 
maintain consistency, but those in charge of the constituent elements work almost non-stop. 
Gay McDougall, as editor of the Song Sparrow, plans, designs, organizes, writes and sees to 
the publishing of the newsletter six times a year. Hers is the glue that holds together the 
disparate elements of our long-lived Society. Richard Gregson, webmaster, revises the website 
nearly daily, making it one of the most accurate and interesting websites in the birding world. 
Our group email, moderated efficiently and with technical mastery by Averill Craig, gives its 
nearly 200 members a chance to exchange bird sightings and other bird information on a 
minute-by minute basis. We are blessed to have these three technical and communications 
wizards working for us, voluntarily and with such good humour. 
 
Here are their reports: 
 
The Song Sparrow  
Gay McDougall-Gruner, Editor 
Observation Education Conservation These words are Bird Protection Quebec's new motto; 
they also represent the three main themes of the newsletter. The Song Sparrow informs 
members about the birds observed in our region, field trips, lectures, workshops, educational 
programmes of the NAC and Education Committee, opportunities to participate in Citizen 
Science projects, and the conservation initiatives taken by our various Sanctuary Committees, 
Conservation Committee and Board of Directors.  
 



This year The Song Sparrow published an electronic version of the newsletter. While the list of 
electronic subscribers is growing, the majority of members still wish to receive a printed version 
of the newsletter. 
 
One issue of The Song Sparrow costs $1.87 to produce (based on 470 members). Add to this a 
charge of $0.65 for addressing and mailing and the cost per member, per issue is $2.52.  
 
Heartfelt thanks to the many who contributed articles and photographs, translated text and 
proofread the copy of Volume 48: Margaret Arnaudin, Sheila Arthur, Jean Bacon, Pierre 
Bannon, Bob Barnhurst, Mike Beaupré, Alison Bentley, Martin Bowman, Steve Charlton, Judi 
Collinge, Averill Craig, Diane Demers, Jean Demers, Samuel Denault, Kyra Emo, Ilay Ferrier, 
Ethel Fogarty, Marcel Gahbauer, Jean Gregson, Wayne Grubert, Peter Gruner, Jeff Harrison, 
Sheldon Harvey, Felix Hilton, Marie-Anne Hudson, Lance Laviolette, Barbara MacDuff, Eve 
Marshall, Jean-Pierre Matton, Betsy McFarlane, Mabel McIntosh, Lynn Miller, Peter Mitchell, 
David Mulholland, Catherine Poussart, Gaelies Renny, Clémence Soulard, Pat Steele, Lesley 
Taylor, Rodger Titman, Sharon Veysey and Sylvia Wees. 
 
Website 
Richard Gregson, manager 
The website system is now working well and there is not much call for innovation at the 
moment. Visitors to the website continue to increase year by year with particular interest during 
times of birding excitement such as spring and fall migration. The website serves as a primary 
means of communication between the Society and its members and supporters and is capable 
of rapidly being updated as the need arises. Last year was especially noteworthy for the number 
of enquiries from out of town and out of province/country visitors who had found our site and 
written to us for information about local birding sites and sometimes to enquire if a local birder 
would like to join them for a day. It is gratifying to be able to offer a service such as this to 
appreciative visitors and thereby to spread the word about the ornithological treasures we have 
in our "back yard". 
 
I would like to thank the members of the Comms Comm for support and comment during the 
past year and especially thank Jean Demers for his timely French translations of new material. 
Since he has been able to do this for me the number of francophone visitors to the site has 
notably increased (judged by the emails received) and this can only help to make our Society 
more visible to the wider birding community. 
 
Songsparrow email group 
Averill Craig, Moderator 
Some 180 members of Bird Protection Quebec are now members of the Songsparrow email 
group. The group exchanges messages daily, and continues to be an excellent means to keep 
up to date with what birds are being seen locally. For early news of the arrival of spring and fall 
migrants and immediate information about unusual sightings, Songsparrow has proved 
invaluable. Experts on the group are always willing to share their knowledge with others who are 
unsure about a correct identification, or to advise individuals where to look for “target” species. 
Reminders about field trips, meetings and special events are also sent out regularly. The 
locations of the Summer Series of Birding are usually only decided in the week preceding the 
trip, and for past two years these have been emailed to members of the Songsparrow group. 
Bird Protection Quebec urges all its members with email to join the group. A link to the 
Songsparrow group and how to join it can be found on the Birders’ Home Page of the Society’s 
website: www.birdprotectionquebec.org. 
 
Eve Marshall, Chair 



 
 
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
Members: Martin Bowman, Averill Craig, Normand David, Diane Demers, Richard Gregson, 
Lance Laviolette, Gay McDougall-Gruner (co-chair), Betsy McFarlane (co-chair), Rodger Titman 
 
After a hiatus of several years, the Conservation Committee has renewed and reconstituted 
itself. Planning meetings were held in the summer of 2006 and the committee has met officially 
five times since then. The first task completed was to prepare terms of reference for the 
committee. 
 
By monitoring and gathering information about various bird conservation issues, the committee 
is beginning to identify where and how it can be most effective. Areas that we are looking at 
include Important Bird Areas, bird strikes against office towers in Montreal, development at the 
Port of Montreal, logging and wind turbines. In some cases, such as support for the proposed 
Lake of Two Mountains provincial park and opposition to development in l’Anse à l’Orme, letters 
were sent to government officials expressing Bird Protection Quebec’s views. In other areas, the 
committee wishes to take a more direct role.  
 
Protecting grassland birds and their habitats is an example of an area where we wish to take a 
more direct role. This is a priority for the committee since grassland birds are one of the 
categories of birds that has been declining most sharply in recent years in North America, and 
southern Quebec and adjoining areas of Ontario are one of the breeding strongholds of 
grassland birds in the eastern part of the continent. The committee has continued to press for 
maintaining grassland bird habitat in the Morgan Arboretum, where a field has been set aside 
for breeding Bobolinks, and is working in co-operation with McGill master’s student Barbara 
Frei, who is studying Bobolinks in the region. This is one area in which the committee will 
probably be more active in coming years.   
 
The committee also spoke out publicly against the St. Lazare crow hunt and several articles on 
the issue appeared in local publications as a result.  
 
The committee is organizing breeding bird surveys in the George H. Montgomery Bird 
Sanctuary, to begin in the summer of 2006 with the collection of breeding evidence, followed by 
point counts in 2007.   
 
The committee is celebrating International Migratory Bird Day (May 13, 2006) by organizing a 
contest “Counting for the Boreal” to educate the public about the importance of boreal forests 
and boreal birds and encourage birders to collect data about boreal birds. Prizes are to be 
awarded in such categories as the greatest number of boreal species and individuals seen at a 
single site, best photo, artwork and writing on boreal birds. 
 
Lastly, the committee made a grant to the Montreal Hawk Watch of $700.  
 
The committee will continue to co-operate with other Bird Protection Quebec committees and 
external organizations such as the AQGO, McGill Bird Observatory and Bird Studies Canada.  
 
Gay McDougall-Gruner and Betsy McFarlane (Co-Chairs) 
 
 



EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Members: Sheila Arthur, Sarah Jane Hills, Barbara MacDuff (Chair ), Albert McArdle, Peter 
Mitchell, David Mulholland, Christine Murphy 
 
In February a donation was made to the Quebec Labrador Foundation to help with a childrens’ 
camp on the Lower North shore. 
 
Barbara MacDuff gave a slide presentation on winter birds to the 1st Lakeshore Sparks and Girl 
guides. The girls made feeders to take home, an activity which they thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
A donation was made to the Ecomuseum’s March Break Day Camp to sponsor a Bird of Prey 
Demonstration for the campers. 
 
$250.00 was given to Generations, an organization that helps inner city children. The money 
was used to send three students from Bishop Whelan School to either Camp Amy Molson or 
Trails End Camp. 
 
$1000.00 was donated to Scouts Canada to sponsor a student to teach Ecology to campers at 
Camp Tamaracouta in the Laurentians. 
 
In May the Education Committee paid for two buses to transport 3 grade 5 classes of inner city 
children from Bishop Whelan School to Parc Ile Bizard. This was a follow up to the bird projects 
that the children had worked on in the classroom. 
 
A donation was given to Le Nichoir to help volunteers attend a Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Conference in Toronto where Lynn Miller taught a session on pain management.  
 
A colouring contest insert for children in the Song Sparrow proved popular and 25 entries were 
mailed in.Three prizes were awarded. 
 
A winter bird list contest for children was initiated but only 3 entries were received. Prizes were 
awarded. 
 
Activities were prepared in November for the children’s corner at the Bird Fair . These included 
face painting, magic mud, bird bingo, a fish pond and pine cone feeders to take home. 
 
Thank you to the following volunteers who helped out: Valerie Aiken, Holly Bockus, Paul Denko, 
Barbara Meadowcroft, Shirley Niezetz, Elizabeth Paputsakis, Barbara Szabo, Linda Tae, 
Michael and Kristy Walsh. 
 
Thank you to Peter Mitchell and Steve Charlton for giving the beginner bird watching course at 
John Abbott College. This activity always attracts new members to Bird Protection Quebec. 
 
Thank you to Kyra Emo for taking over Elsie Norsworthy’s popular beginner bird watching 
course in Westmount and for taking over Jim Houghton’s early morning warbler walks at 
Westmount Summit Park Lookout. Thanks to Chris Murphy for assisting. These activities also 
attract new members to Bird protection Quebec. 
 
Barbara MacDuff, Chair 
 
 



FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE 
Members: Martin Bowman, Wayne Grubert 
 
For the March 2005 to February 2006 time period members of Bird Protection Quebec again 
had the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of field trips to many of the best birding 
locales in the Montreal area and beyond. 
 
A total of 42 full and half-day formal outings were organized for spring, autumn and winter 
weekends. A cumulative total of more than 530 birders took part giving an average of 
approximately 13 participants per trip. Sixteen different leaders and co-leaders volunteered their 
time to guide these excursions to 29 different areas. 
 
For the second year in a row a series of impromptu summer Saturday trips were organized by 
Sheldon Harvey to a variety of “hotspots” usually based on previous weeks’ sightings. Seven 
trips were held with an average of 11 birders attending each. 
 
Six early Tuesday morning “warbler” walks were held on Westmount Summit during the peak 
spring migration period. Kyra Emo, Christine Murphy and other Bird Protection Quebec 
members shared leadership duties. 
 
In trips farther afield, a bus excursion was held in conjunction with the Club d’ornithologie 
d’Ahuntsic to Presqu’ile Provincial Park in Ontario. Fifty birders from both organizations joined 
co-coordinator Eve Marshall for an enjoyable day in one of eastern Ontario’s best birding areas 
especially during the early autumn migration.  
 
Bird Protection Quebec members also coordinated and participated in the annual Montreal and 
Hudson Christmas Bird Counts. A special thank you to Felix Hilton, Alison Bentley and Barbara 
MacDuff. 
 
The Field Trip Committee would like to thank all those who volunteered to lead and co-lead our 
trips. Their continued efforts and enthusiasm are greatly appreciated. A special welcome to 
those who volunteered to lead for the first time. 
 
Wayne Grubert 
Martin Bowman 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Members: L. Laviolette, D. Mulholland, C. Murphy, K. Thorpe (Chair), R.Titman 
 
The primary report of the Finance Committee is the audited financial statements which are 
approved by the board of directors and presented separately at the AGM as part of the 
Treasurer's report. 
 
The Finance Committee met several times with the Executive to plan the receipt of the Kelly 
fund investments which will be handed over to the Society in October 2006. The joint Finance 
and Executive Committee first determined that the investment policy of the Kelly Fund when it is 
received. The joint committee recommended to the board that the current practices would be 
maintained; namely to allocate income from investments to discretionary budgeted activities 
while ensuring some capital growth - a balanced income and growth approach. As well the joint 
committee interviewed four investment managers that were selected (other than Scotiatrust) on 
their capacity to do environmental screening of the Society's portfolio. The joint committee will 



meet May 29, 2006 to select an investment manager to be recommended to the Board of 
Directors. 
 
Other ongoing activities of the finance committee include regular accounting and budgeting 
functions. Ongoing review of insurance matters also continues with particular recent concern 
about adequate coverage when field trips involve boat travel. 
 
After many years and countless hours of service keeping the accounting records pf the Society, 
Chris Murphy has passed her responsibilities on to Jean Gregson. Chris is to be heartily 
thanked by all for her devotion and care to the finances of the Society. 
 
Ken Thorpe, Treasurer 
 
 
HAWK MIGRATION COMMITTEE 
Members: Mabel McIntosh (Chair), Bob Barnhurst, Barbara MacDuff and Jeff Harrison. 
 
The fall migration for 2005 was over one thousand birds lower than the average, despite 
complete coverage over 76 days and 430 hours between 1st September and 8th December. 
Counts were low for all species of raptor, save for Red-shouldered Hawks, Kestrels and both 
species of eagle.  A highlight of the flight was the first sighting of a dark-phase Swainson’s 
Hawk for the fall count.  The spring migration count for 2006 began on 10th March and had 
reached 46 days by the end of April.  After a slow start due to bad weather the migration has 
picked up and we expect many more hawks in May.  A highlight has been an excellent eagle 
migration with well over one hundred birds seen to date.   
 
Data from both counts is being entered on-line through the Hawk Migration Association of North 
America ‘HawkCount’ website. The data is accessible to the public and includes records from 
many sites, including those in Mexico. All of these data are being used by the Raptor Population 
Index initiative of the HMANA to develop a continent wide view of the migration.  Our data is 
also being entered into the EPOQ provincial data base. A report on the fall 2005 count was 
published in Tchébec. 
 
Bob Barnhurst was very pleased to receive a modest grant for the fourth year from the Society 
as a part of our continuing efforts.  
 
No formal Committee meeting was held.    
 
Mabel McIntosh, Chair 
 
 
KELLY SANCTUARY – PIEDMONT COMMITTEE 
Members: J. Bonin, K. Emo, J. Harrison (Chair), F. Hilton, D. Mulholland and C. Murphy 
 
Very little progress was made during the past year on the sanctuary.  Mildred Kelly led her 
annual field trip to the property on May 28, 2005. Unfortunately the weather was foggy and cool 
and only four members attended. However an excellent total of 43 species were recorded 
including Eastern Bluebird, Common Raven, seven warbler species and an Indigo Bunting.  
 
The Committee is interested in examining future options for managing the property in light of its 
small size and other more significant properties such as Philipsburg and Eardley. No meetings 



were held this year. Next year we hope we to meet with the active conservation group in the 
Piedmont to discuss the future of the property. 
 
Jeff Harrison, Chair 
 
 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
Members: Averill Craig (Chair), Martin Bowman, Kyra Emo, Jeff Harrison, Barbara MacDuff, 
Eileen Meillon 
 
Bird Protection Quebec has a collection of bird and nature-related books donated to it over 
many years.  The collection is currently held in the Nature Adventure Centre (NAC) at Bishop 
Whelan Elementary School.  With the announcement that this school would close and that the 
NAC might have to move, the BPQ Board decided to look into housing the books in a location 
where they would be more readily accessible by our members.  In January 2006 the Board 
reconstituted the Library Committee to catalogue the books and to examine all the issues 
involved. 
 
It is felt that the Fraser Hickson Library might be a good location to house the books, even for 
our members who do not live close by, or who are unable to attend BPQ monthly meetings held 
in the library’s auditorium.  The Fraser Hickson one-time membership fee is nominal ($2.00), the 
catalogue is available on-line and our books could be borrowed through inter-library loan.  
Discussions have been held with the Fraser Hickson librarian, and a special area of the library 
could be made available for the BPQ collection, but as the library’s financing by the City of 
Montreal is uncertain after 2006, no decision will be taken until that situation has been clarified.  
 
In the meantime, the committee has begun to examine and catalogue the books, and plans for 
them to be listed on the BPQ website in due course.  The financial situation of the Fraser 
Hickson Library is being actively monitored.   
 
Averill Craig, Chair 
 
 
MARKETING COMMITTEE 
Members: Jean Bacon, Martin Bowman (Co-chair), Jean Demers, Gay McDougall-Gruner, Jeff 
Harrison, Sheldon Harvey (Co-chair), Tom Long, Betsy McFarlane, Barbara Szabo and Sharon 
Veysey 
 
In the third year of its existence, the Marketing Committee began its work, in earnest, to come 
up with a new logo for Bird Protection Quebec. Working closely with graphic designer Sheryl 
Ewart of Greenfield Park, Quebec, a proposed logo, featuring a stylized Song Sparrow, was 
presented to the Board at its November 2005 meeting. The logo was accepted and unveiled to 
the membership in January 2006 at the monthly club meeting and through the Song Sparrow 
group and club web page. 
 
The committee is working together with the various committees to introduce the operational 
name and new logo into everyday use throughout the club. 
 
The committee also continued to work towards the completion of a virtual press kit.  This kit will 
play an important part in Bird Protection Quebec’s future marketing activities. 
 



Committee members met with representatives of J.E. Mondou, a province-wide chain of retail 
outlets specializing in pet and animal food, including a wide variety of bird seeds.  An agreement 
was reached to have members of Bird Protection Quebec periodically set up information kiosks 
in J.E. Mondou stores. The committee hoped to begin this project during the winter months, but 
due to other commitments, the project has been delayed until the fall of 2006. 
 
The current major initiative of the committee is the creation of a new, update and stylish Bird 
Protection Quebec bilingual brochure. 
 
Throughout the year, the committee helped publicize several Bird Protection Quebec events 
including the monthly club meetings, the annual Bird Fair, the Christmas counts and the winter 
series of birding lectures held at the Nature Adventure Centre. 
 
The committee also publicized several annual birding related activities including Project Feeder 
Watch, the Great Backyard Bird Count and the Baillie Birdathon. 
 
A second annual “Day in the Park” was organized by the committee, scheduled to take place on 
May 22, 2005 at Parc des Rapides in Ville Lasalle. Unfortunately the event was cancelled due to 
rain.  However members of the committee did represent Bird Protection Quebec at “Ecology 
Day”, September 10, 2005 on the boardwalk in Ste Anne-de-Bellevue, joining participants such 
as Nature Canada, Greenpeace, the Green Coalition and the Jane Goodall Institute. 
 
Special thanks to Jean Bacon, Gay McDougall-Gruner, Betsy McFarlane and Martin Bowman 
who have decided to step down from the committee this year. The committee is pleased to 
announce the addition of Jean Demers as a member. The committee continues to actively seek 
additional members from the ranks of Bird Protection Quebec. 
 
Martin Bowman and Sheldon Harvey, Co-Chairs 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Eve Marshall (Chair), Sheila Arthur, Jean Bacon, Averill Craig, Jean Demers, Helen Meredith, 
David Mulholland, Clémence Soulard, Barbara Szabo, Sharon Veysey 
 
The Membership Services Committee continues to work hard to make the members feel 
welcome and to offer them activities not provided by other committees. The second annual 
AGM party, in May, offered good food, drinks, music, games, prizes, decorations and lots and 
lots of birding talk. Peter Mitchell and Steve Charlton devised an impossible quiz, and a trio of 
musicians played a medley of ‘birdy’ songs. 
 
The Committee also arranged a bus trip to Presqu’ile in September which was blessed with 
great weather and excellent bird sightings. The winter birding course, concentrating on bird 
behaviour this year, featured speakers, Rodger Titman, Marcel Gahbauer, Marie Anne Hudson 
and Louis Joseph Asselin. Their presentations were first class and the course was stimulating, 
fascinating and well-attended – definitely to be continued. Many thanks to all the speakers for 
their hard work and generosity in sharing their expertise. 
 
This year we welcomed Sharon Veysey as our new Membership Secretary. Sharon has stepped 
smoothly into the shoes of her valiant predecessor, Sylvia Wees, and is to be commended on 
the apparent ease with which she mastered our data base and the various reports and letters 
that support her task of taking care of  you, our dear members. She was much aided in the 
transfer by Sylvia, retiring secretary.  



 
Sharon reports about the makeup of our Society and her tasks as Membership Secretary : 
 
At the end of the fiscal year, there were 457 annual and life members, 26 fewer memberships 
than at this time last year. Renewal notices were sent out at the end of August and a reminder 
letter was sent at the end of October.  A second reminder was sent by email and telephone, in 
November.  A total of 67 members did not renew. The list of organizations receiving our 
newsletter was reviewed and six were removed from the mailing list.  
 
Lists of new member applications were supplied to regular board meetings and packages of 
materials and welcome letters were sent to all new members.  Letterhead was revised to 
incorporate the new operating name and logo. Information about volunteers is kept on the 
database and supplied to various committees looking for help. Several memorial donations were 
received and duly processed. 
 
Many thanks to the following who helped make my job possible: Mary Ellen Graham, in charge 
of Life Members; Sheila Arthur, Eve Marshall, Clémence Soulard, Audrey Speck, Fran Wright, 
Irene Lepine, Jacqueline Desbaillets, Karen Sherman and Sylvia Wees for help with renewals; 
Jean Demers, Clémence Soulard and Irene Lepine for translation services; Averill Craig and 
Jean Bacon for general support. 
 
Membership Services continues to offer various items for sale at monthly meetings and via the 
website, thanks to the hard work and good taste of Averill Craig.  In 2005 a black fleece vest 
was chosen as the first item for sale to feature the Bird Protection Quebec name.  The updated 
List of the Birds of Montreal which appeared in February 2006 is proving a hot seller.  Songbird 
organic, bird-friendly, fair trade coffee continues to be popular with members.  Huge thanks to 
Averill who takes charge of stocking, staffing and attending to the Membership Services Table 
at monthly meetings and at the Bird Fair, and to her helpers, particularly to Mary Ellen Graham 
who looked after the table in her absence. 
 
We believe our members are very well-served by the Society and we hope agree, but it would 
not be possible without the hard work of the Committee members (see above) and other 
helpers. Many thanks to you all. 
 
Eve Marshall, Chair 
 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS ANNUAL REPORT 
 
During the year we invited seven speakers to talk at our monthly meetings. 
 
All the talks were generally well presented and well received. We were treated to especially fine 
scientific talks by Jean Gauthier on the ecology and status of Chimney Swifts, and Dr. Andrew 
Hendry on Darwin’s Finches. Three speakers talked about bird conservation, bird research and 
citizen science: Connie Downes on Monitoring Canada’s landbirds,  Bruno Drolet on the 
Tadoussac Bird Observatory, and Dr George Finney on Bird Studies Canada and Bill C-15. Guy 
Rondeau presented an illustrated talk on the status of West African Vultures and finally Yves 
Fredette presented a talk about the ecology of Merlins in Quebec. Our talks drew an average 
attendance of between 40 to 60. The new power point and audio systems provided an excellent 
resource for our speakers and our audience. 
 



Seotember 26, 2005: Connie Downes co-ordinates the Breeding Bird Survey, and landbird 
monitoring strategies on behalf of the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS). The Survey, which 
celebrated its 40th annniversary in 2005, is a key tool that CWS uses to monitor landbird 
population trends. Connie discussed the Survey and how CWS uses this and other important 
data in developing bird conservation strategies. She also emphasized the importance of citizen 
science as a key component in her work.   
.   
October 24, 2005: Guy Rondeau Rondeau is director of the West African Raptor Centre of 
Africa Nature International (AFNAT), based in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. He is a recognized expert 
on West African vultures. His talk focused on the vultures current conservation status. Mr 
Rondeau pointed out that the problems facing these vultures are a microcosm of the issues 
which threaten many species in the developing world: lack of resources to carry out research, 
lack of baseline data on populations, a sketchy understanding of current status, as well as a 
litany of local social, economic and political issues.   
 
December 5, 2005: Bruno Drolet is a research biologist in the Quebec office of the Canadian 
Wildlife Service. As volunteer director he has played a key role in the development of the 
Observatoire d’oiseau de Tadoussac since its inception. Bruno discussed the origins of the 
Observatory, and how visual counts and banding data on hawks, boreal passerines, and coastal 
birds is greatly contributing to our knowledge of North American avifauna.  
 
January 9, 2006: Andrew Hendry is an ecologist at McGill University. He studies evolutionary 
processes in natural populations. Since 2002 he has been studying Darwin’s finches and 
spending at least a month each year in the Galapagos. Darwin’s finches are an icon of 
evolution, a  pivotal component in the origin of Darwin’s 19th century evolutionary ideas. Andrew 
provided a brief overview of the uniqueness of the Galapagos Islands. He then discussed the 
nature and results of his work to date, which focuses on how natural selection can cause one 
species to split into two (i.e., speciation). 
 
February 6, 2006: Yves Fredette is Montreal Regional Co-ordinator for the Canadian Peregrine 
Foundation He is also co-founder of l'École des Rapaces, an Quebec organisation devoted to 
the education of the public on world raptors. Over the years he has also taken an interest in the 
Peregrine’s closely-related cousin, the Merlin. Using a slide presentation Yves discussed early 
falconry and the life cycle of this formidable little falcon. 
 
March 6, 2006: Jean Gauthier is co-author of the Breeding Bird Atlas of Quebec. He works as a 
research biologist in the Quebec Regional Office of  the Canadian Wildlife Service. In recent 
years Jean has carried out considerable research on Chimney Swifts. He discussed the current 
conservation status of the Chimney Swift, its ecological profile, and the problems these birds 
face not only at their breeding sites, but also on their migration routes and in their winter 
quarters.  
 
April 3, 2006: Dr. George Finney is the Director of Bird Studies Canada (BSC). BSC has quickly 
become a leading and respected national not-for-profit conservation organization dedicated to 
advancing the understanding, appreciation and conservation of wild birds and their habitats in 
Canada. Dr Finney provided an overview of the local, provincial and national programs of BSC. 
He also discussed the details of Bill C-15, a new piece of legislation designed to reduce oiling of 
seabirds. This Bill brings a new measure of protection to our seabirds by clarifying enforcement 
provisions, increasing fines, and holding ships’officers accountable for their actions.  
 
I would like to give a hearty thanks to members who assisted by thanking our speakers: Martin 
Bowman, Peter Mitchell, Eve Marshall, Jane Atkinson, David Mulholland, Pierre Bannon and 



Ken Thorpe. I would also like to acknowledge the strong support from Averill Craig and other 
members of the Membership Services Committee. 
 
Jeff Harrison 
 
 
NATURE ADVENTURE CENTER 
Members: B. MacDuff, A. McArdle, D. Mulholland (Chair), C. Murphy 
 
The year began on a high just having finished our move and setup from Lakeside Academy to 
Bishop Whelan Elementary School, an endeavour requiring more than 500 person hours. The 
move gave the center two rooms, increased floor space and a clientele more eager to make use 
of our services. 
 
Our first activity was a Spring Break Workshop at the ECO-MUSEUM, registration through the 
Eco-Museum, where eighteen 9 to 12 year olds participated in activities involving mammals, 
birds, insects, the environment, endangered species and Native Indian Culture. Thanks to Albert 
McArdle, the organizer, and to Ken Francis, Michael Holtz-Mulholland, David Mulholland and 
the Eco-museum staff for their assistance. 
 
During the week of March 7 the sixteen classes of Bishop Whelan were introduced to the 
center, one group at a time. 
 
From Tuesday, March 29 through Thursday April 14, National Wildlife Weeks were held. 
Twenty-seven groups of Pre School, Elementary School and Scouts enjoyed nature 
presentations and the building of bird houses. 
 
From mid April through mid June twelve other groups visited the NAC, the highlight being a 
group of fifteen Veterans from the Ste. Anne de Bellevue Veteran’s Hospital. 
 
On Wednesday May 18, in conjunction with the Education Committee, eight BPQ members and 
their scopes helped sixty grade five students and ten staff from Bishop Whelan Elementary 
School identify 45 species of birds at Bois de l’Ile Bizard Nature Park. 
 
Thanks to Felix Hilton, Barbara MacDuff, Kyra Emo, Chris Murphy, Gay MacDougall, Betsy 
MacFarlane, Audrey Speck, Jean Demers and Clémence Soulard for their participation. 
 
During the summer the center was closed. 
 
In late August the Lester B. Pearson School Board announced a reorganization of its 
elementary schools and in December we were informed that the space we occupied might be 
needed for their programs. As of the writing of this report we do not know whether or not we will 
have a center next year. 
 
A second August announcement was the banning of extra curricular activities by the teachers 
who were in contract negotiations. September is always quiet with teachers getting to know their 
students and October was also quiet with just the grade five students of BWES and one Pre 
School booking sessions. During November nine Pre Schools visited the center. 
 
For the third year the Nature Adventure Centre set up a booth at the Bird Fair. Thanks to Phyllis 
Holtz, Michael Holtz-Mulholland, Susan Montgomery, Cliff Ford, Fred Hart and Kyra Emo for 
their help in the set up of and monitoring of the booth. 



 
December and January, which are usually quiet, as well as February, did not have any groups 
visiting. The Membership Services Committee used the Center for their four 
session Bird Course. 
 
Thanks to Albert McArdle for his continuing enthusiasm and to Barbara MacDuff, Chris Murphy, 
Susan Montgomery, Joan Balin, and Kyra Emo for their help in making the center run smoothly.  
 
Throughout the year the NAC was used for BPQ board meetings and many committees held 
their meetings there. 
 
David Mulholland, Chair 
 
 
PROPERTY ACQUISITION COMMITTEE 
Members: L. Laviolette (Chair), B. McFarlane, K.Thorpe 
 
The purpose of the Land Acquisition Committee of the BPQ is to support the preservation of bird 
habitat. This is accomplished through the direct purchasing of property by the BPQ, through the 
development of conservation agreements with landowners and through financially supporting 
other conservation organizations. The BPQ is also one of the few organizations in Québec 
which is certified to accept ecological gifts as part of Environment Canada's Ecological Gifts 
Program.  
 
The BPQ was not involved with the purchase of any property during the past year. 
 
Lance Laviolette, Chair 
 
 
ALFRED B. KELLY MEMORIAL FUND RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
Members: S. J. Hills, A. Dubois-Laviolette, R. Gregson, D. Jackson, L. Laviolette (Chair), 
M. McIntosh, P. Tarassoff 
 
The purpose of the research committee of the BPQ and the financial support it provides is to 
encourage research into Québec ornithology. There are no restrictions or prerequisites placed 
on who may apply for a grant from the Society other than a desire to study birds and bird life.  
Past funding has been provided to amateurs and professionals alike. Their studies have 
covered wide-ranging topics and have occurred in a wide range of locations. The BPQ provides 
research grants for amounts up to $3,000. 
 
For the 2005-2006 fiscal year, the Society was able to provide funding for three applicants. An 
award of $2,500 was provided to Sarah Fraser for her study entitled: "Radio telemetry studies of 
Eastern Loggerhead Shrikes." Marie-Anne Hudson was the recipient of $1,500 to assist her in 
her research into the “Reproductive performance of selected avian species breeding on 
Montreal-area golf courses and neighbouring green spaces.“ Lastly, $1,400 was provided to 
Rudolph Balej for his project entitled: "Perspectives on the importance of parks and protected 
areas to the stability of the Eastern Screech-Owl." 
 
BPQ’s support of research projects such as these will lead to a better understanding of birds 
and their behaviour and hence better enable the BPQ to aid in their protection. 
 



I would like to thank the members of the Research Committee, Andrée Dubois-Laviolette, Sarah 
Jane Hill, Doug Jackson, Mabel McIntosh and Peter Tarassoff for their expertise and time in 
evaluating the research applications. 
 
Lance Laviolette, Chair 
 
 
TCHÉBEC COMMITTEE 
Members: Averill Craig, Jean Bacon (Editor), Richard Gregson, Felix Hilton, Betsy McFarlane 
 
The 2004 edition of Tchébec was published early in 2006. Thanks to article contributors Pierre 
Bannon, Bob Barnhurst, Alison Bentley and Mabel McIntosh. Photographs by Pierre Bannon, 
Richard Gregson and Tom Long are also gratefully acknowledged. Thanks are also due to 
Averill Craig who kindly proofread the manuscript. 
 
Early in 2006, Richard Gregson joined the committee. 
 
Jean Bacon, Editor 
 
 
 
OTHER BIRD PROTECTION QUEBEC COMMITTEES IN 2005-2006: 
Awards, Bird Fair, Executive, Philipsburg, Sanctuaries, Support Grants, Westmount Summit 
 
 

–  –  –  –  –  – 


